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AMENDMENT(S) TO THE CLAIMS: 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior vcrsioas, and listings, of claxTos on the 
application. All claims are set forth below with one of the following annotations. 

• (Original): Qaim filed with the application. 

• (Currently amended): Claim being amended in the current atnendment paper. 

9 (Canceled): Claim cancelled or deleted from the application. No claim text is 
shown. 

• (WiUidrawn): Claim stilt m the application, but in a non-clccted status. 
■ (New): Claim being added in the current amendment paper. 

• (Preiviously presented): Claim added or amended in an earlier amendment paper. 

• (Not entered): Qaim presented in a previous amendment, but not entered or whose 
entry status unknown. No claim text j$ shown. 

1. (CaDcelled)* 

2. (Currently amended) An apparatus as recited in ^toi 4clatm7. wherein each 
compartment, when at its loading vertical position, is movable horizontally from and 
to the rest horizontal position to and from a loading horizontal position suitable for 
loading and unloading the plate on the compartment onto and from the imager. 

3. (Currently amended) An apparatus as recited in ebiga-4 - claim 7. wherein the lifting 
mechanism is operative to lift and lower the magazine of compartments^ and wherein 
the control system controls the lifting and lowering of the magazine until a selected 
one of the compartments is at its loading vertical position. 

4. (Currently amended) An apparatus as recited in claim 1 claim?, wherein the lifting 
mechanism is operative to lift and lower the compartments of the magazine one 
compartment at a time. 

5. (Currently amended) An apparatus as r e cit e d in claim. 4 , An apparatus to aid 
loading and unloading of flexo^aphic plates to and from an imager, comprising: 
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a magazine conlaicdng a plurality of conxpaitPieTiLs each for holding 
a sin^? flexo^aphic plate, the comp artments arranged verticaMv, aod 
movable in a vertical directioii, each respective compartment haviiig a 
respective rest vertical position at a rest horizontal position, each respective 
compartment further having a loading vertical position at which the 
respective compartment is at a height for loading onto the imager: 

a lifting mechanism to lift and lower the compartments: and 

a control svstem to control the liftin g and lowering by the lifting 
meclianism, 

such that a particiilar compartment is moved from its rest vertical position at the rest 
horizontal position to the loading vertical position at which the particular compartment 
is at the height for loading onto the imager or unloading from the imager, 

wherein each compartment, when at its loading vertical position, is movable 
horizontallv from and to the rest horizontal position to and from a loading horizontal 
position configured for loading and unloading the plate on the compartment onto and 
fypm the imager, respectivelY, 

wherein the lifting Tpechapism is operative to lift axid lower the compartments of the 
magazine one compartment at a time, and 

wherein the respective rest vertical positions of each of the compartments are lower 
than the loading vertical position such that a particular compartment pre-loaded with a 
plate is lifted from its rest vertical position to the loading vertical position, tbep moved 
while at the loading vertical position to the loading horii?ontal position for loading 
onto the iitiager. 

6. (Currently amended) An - appogatuo - as H recited in Glai 3E n 4- , An apparatus to aid 
jpyding and unloading of flexogtaphic plates to and from an imager, comprising: 
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A Tna^arinft rnnfrflinin g a plurality of compaxtmcats each for holding 
a single flexoeraphic plate- the compartments atran^d verticallv. and 
movable in a vertical diiection. each respect ive cnmpa rtmeut having a 
respective rest veitical position at a rest horizontal position, each respecttve 
compartment liurther having a loading vertical posUion at which the 
respective compartment is at a height Fo r Iftflri^np; onto the ima^r ; 

a lifting mechanism to hft and lower the compartments: and 

a control system to control the lifting aod lowering by the liftmg 
mechanism, 

such that a particular compartment is moved from its rest vertical position at the rest 
horizontal position to the loading vertical position at which the patticujar compartment 
is at the height for loading onto the Imager or unloading fix)m the imager, 

wherein each compartment has an imaged vertical position, and wherein the lifting 
mechanism is further operative to lifl: or lower the particular compartments each fr om 
the res pective l oading vertical position after the plate is imaged and unloaded from the 
imager to the respective imaged vertical position of t he parti.cular compartment, 
Luu ApiXi t iwnt^fl roopeotiv ft imaged v e gt ie q^pestti e ii r 

7. (Currently amended) An appamtus as recit e d in claim 1> An apparatus to aid 
loading and unloading of flexographic plates to and from an imager, comprising: 

a magazine containing a plurality of compartmcats each for holding 
a single flexogi^phic plate, the compartments arranged verticallv. and 
movable in a vertical direction, each respective compaitment having a 
respective rest vertical position at a rest horizontal twsition, each respective 
compartment fuitber having a loading vertical position at which the 
respective compartment is at a height for loading onto the imager: 

a lifting mechanism to lift and lower the compartments: and 
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a control system to control the lifting and lowering bv the lifting 
mechanism, 

such that a particular coTnpaxtmenl is moved from its rest vertical position at the rest 
horizontal position to the loading vertical position at which the particular compartment 
is at the height for loading onto the imager or unloadipg from the imager. 

wherein the compartments are pre40ai0d loaded, each w ith one p re«sensitized CTP 
flexograpbic plates, plate s uch that as a result of the pre-loading, the particular plate is 
in the compartment without a cover sheet. 

8. (Cuneutly amended) An apparatus as recited in ejcmar ^claim?. wherein the 
magazine is transportable from a storage location to an imaging location adjacent to 
theimager. 

9. (Currently amended) An apparatus as, recited in €laHa4 - claim 7. wherein the 
m^a7ine comprises at least 10 compartments. 

10. (Cancelled). 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A meihod as recited in claim 10 claim 15 . further comprising: 

(c) moving the particular compartment when at its loadiixg vertical 
position fjom and to its rest horizontal position to and from a loading 
horizontal position suitable fox loading and unloading the plate on the 
compartment onto and from the imager, 

1 2. (Currently amended) A method as recited in & ltiii - a4Q claim 15 , wherein step (b) 
includes lifting or lowering the magazine of compartments until the particular 
compartment of the particular flexograpbic plate is at its loading verdcal position. 

13. (Currently amended) A. method a.^ recited in claim. 10 claim 15, wherein step (b) 
includes lifting or lowering only the particular compartment of the magazine on the 
basis of one compartment being lifted or lowered at a time. 
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14, (Currently amended) A m e thod qd feoited - iihgl<ign43, A method of loading a 
flexographic ulate to an imager^ the method comprismg: 

(a) pre-loading a particular flexographic plate into a particular 
compartment of a magazine containing a plurality of compartments each 
for holding a single flexographic plate, the compartments arranged 
verdcallv. and movable in a vertical direction, each respective 
compartment having a respective rest vertical position at a rest 
horizontal position, each respective compartment furthCT having a 
loading vertical position at which the respective compartment is at a 
height For loading onto the imager or unloading bom the imagen and 

(b) lifiing or lowering the particular compartment Ccom its rest vertical 
position at its rest horizontal position to its loading vertical position. 

such that the particular flexographic plate can be loaded onto the imagen 

wherein each compartment when at its loading vertical position, is movable 
horizontally from and to the rest horizontal position to and from a lo ading horizontal 
position suitable for loading and unloading the plate on the compartment onto and 
from the imager, 

wherein step Cb) includes lifting or lowering only the particular compartment of the 
magazine on the basis of one compartment being lifted or lowered at a timc^ and 

wherein the respective rest vertical positions of each of the compartments are lower 
than the loading vertical position such that step (b) includes lifting the pre-loaded 
particular compartment from its rest vertical possition to the loading vertical position, 
then moving the particular compartment while at the loading vertical position to the 
loading horizontal position for loading the plate onto the imager. 

15. (Currently amended) A m e thod as recited in Glaim4 0 ; A method ff f Hff f ^fiinj jr a 
flexographic plate to an imager, the method comprising: 
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fa^ orc-loading a paTticular flfej^oeraphic plate into a particnlar 
compartment of a ni ap;fl^tig^ mntaininp^ a plurality o f cnmpar tments each 
For holding a single flexographic plate, the compartments airan|ged 
vertically, and movable in a vertical direction^ each respecitve 
compartment having a respective rest vertical position at a rest 
horizontal position, each respective compartment further having a 
loading vertical position at which the respggt^vg cnmpartment is at a 
height for loading onto the imager or unloading from the ima ger: and 

fb) lifting or lowering the particular compartment from its rest vertical 
position at its rest horizontal position to its loading vertical position, 

such that the particular flexogiaphic plate can be loaded onto the imager, the method 
further comprising: 

lifting or lowering the particular compartment from the loading 
vertical position after the plate is imaged and unloaded from the imager 
to an imaged vertical position for the particular compartment. 

16. (Currently amended) A m e thod a s r e cit e d in clain >4 0 - , A method of loading a 
flexographic plate to an imager, the method comprising; 

(a) pre-loading a particular fley^ographic plate into a particular 
compartment of a magazine containing a plurality of compaTtment.^ narl^ 
for holding a single flexographic plate, the compartments airanged 
vertically, and movable in a vertical direcUon^ each respective 
compartment having a respective rest vertical position at a rest 
horizontal position, each respective com partment ftirtfaer having a 
loadmg vertical position at which the respective compartment is at a 
height for loading onto the imager or unloading from the imager: and 

fb^ lifting or lowering the particular compartment from its rest vertical 
position at its rest horizontal position to its loading vertical position. 
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such that the particular flexoeraphic plate can be loaded onto the imager, w herein step 
(a) includes pre-loading the particular compaitmeut with a prersensitized CTP 
fiexographic plate such that as a result of the pre-loading) the particular plate is in the 
compartment without a cover sheet. 

17, (Currently aixiended) A method as recited in oloim 10 claim 15 > further comprising 
transporting the magazine from a storage location to an imaging location adjacent to 
the imager. 

18, (Currently amended) A method as recited in claim 10 claim 15 . wherein the 
magazine comprises at least 10 compartments. 

19, (Cuijently amended) A method as recited in claim 10 claim 15, wherein step (b) is 
carried out under a computerixed control system. 
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